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'* (34) When the lover secretly embraces the damsel, either sleeping or flushed with strong liquor, or disordered in her intellect, that sinful marriage called Paisacha, is the eighth and the basest. " (Manu's Institutes, Chap. III.)
It will be seen that what is virtually only rape or elopement, is considered by the legislator not one of the offences to be punished, but one of the forms of marriage. And though Manu condemns these forms, yet he distinctly says : " Let mankind know that the first six in direct order are by some held valid in the case of a priest; the four last in that of a warrior ; and the same four, except the Rakshasa marriage, iu the case of a merchant and a man of the servile class." It is evident therefore that, though Manu condemns the last two forms of marriage, yet in stages of Indian civlisation previous to that in which he lived, even those two were considered valid forms of marriage. What, then, is the solution of Manu's eight forms of marriage? Reverse the order and you will read in these eight forms the history of the progress of the marriage system from barbarous to civilised times ! True to their conservatism, the Hindus have not let the recollections of past institutions die ; they have kept them embalmed in their codes, though, having adoped better aud more civilised forms now, they look down upon, and condemn, the old and archaic.
The Hindus -were too long civilised to have any recollection of the communal system of marriage which we have described as the first and most ancient system. The next, we have stated, is that in which woman is considered the property of man, and capture and sale are the only possible forms of marriage, the former being older than the latter. Reversing Manu's order we find Paisaoha (34), Rakshasa (S3), and &andharva (32) to be but different modes of capture, the first two being forms in which the girl's consent is not consulted, the third a form iu which she is stolen away from her Downers," with her consent. Going higher up we find, in the forms A sura (31) and Arsha (29), only different modes of sale, the " owner" selling his girl to the purchaser, who is her husband, at a higher or lower price. And, going still higher up, we find in the Prajapatya (30), Daiya (28), and the Brahma (27) forms of marriage, the modern institution, which is a voluntary union for the happiness of both.
We have itx the present paper attempted to ascertain, from a study of barbarian life, the history of the rise and progress of the marriage institution. Do we not find the whole history imbedded in the recorded .recollections of the civilised Hindus ?